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Mobility + Connectivity
GOAL MC-1:
Provide Safe, Accessible,
& Affordable Multimodal
Transportation Options.
Policy MC-1.1: Implement Complete
Streets to enhance the safety and utility
of the transportation system for
all users.
Policy MC-1.2: Continually improve
the efficiency and connectivity of public
transit in PUC neighborhoods.
Policy MC-1.3: Continue to expand
facilities and comfort in the bicycle
network.
Policy MC-1.4: Improve pedestrian
connectivity and safety throughout
the PUC.
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GOAL MC-2:
Create an Adaptable and
Flexible Transportation System.
Policy MC-2.1: Reduce dependency
on single-occupancy vehicle miles
traveled.
Policy MC-2.2: Safely integrate
emerging technologies into the
transportation system.
Policy MC-2.3: Improve the
efficiency and operations of existing
transportation facilities.
Policy MC-2.4: Adapt the roadway
network to address challenges from
chronic flooding and sea level rise.
Policy MC-2.5: Maximize interagency
and regional transportation
coordination.
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Key Outcomes
The transportation system in the PUC connects
people to jobs, schools, workplaces, and services at
the neighborhood and regional scale.
A well-connected transportation system also plays
a vital role in the local economy and quality of life
through the efficient transport of people, goods, and
services island-wide and to connections off-island.
Developing and maintaining a balanced transport
system that reduces reliance on cars and is resilient
to climate change is necessary to support economic
vitality and the long-term growth and development
goals of communities in the PUC and across Hawai‘i.
PUC DP policies for transportation emphasize
increased safety, mobility, and a well-maintained,
well-managed, efficient network of transportation
facilities.
Equitable transportation-based planning recognizes
the role of affordable transportation options from
short local trips through to commuting, and the
importance of mode-choice as an organizing principle
in neighborhoods.

Clockwise from top left: The King Street Cycle Track; Re-striping
for a bicycle facility (source: DTS)
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Setting the Stage
Transportation and Mobility in the PUC

The transportation network in the PUC touches all aspects of daily life, providing mobility to residents,
workers, and visitors traveling throughout the region and beyond. Major City and State transportation
infrastructure components in the PUC include roads and highways, airports, harbors, and the rail
transit line. Transportation infrastructure in the PUC accommodates vehicles as well as a network
of public transit, pedestrian, and bicycle facilities, and includes supporting infrastructure such as
baseyards, parking facilities, and electrical vehicle charging stations. Major components of the City’s
public transportation system are its fleet of buses (TheBus), accessible vans (TheHandi-Van), and the
HART rail line under construction. In addition to maintaining municipal streets, roads, and bicycle
facilities, the City is also responsible for the operations and maintenance of the HART rail.

Complete Streets
In 2012, the Honolulu City Council adopted a "Complete Streets" policy and ordinance to create a
comprehensive, integrated network of streets that are safe and convenient for all people. The now
well-established Honolulu Complete Streets program provides an overarching set of goals, principles,
and design guidance for new streets and existing conditions upgrades. Complete Streets principles
move away from streets designed with a singular focus on automobiles toward a design approach
that is context-sensitive, multimodal, and integrated with the community’s vision and sense of place.
Complete streets elements may include sidewalk improvements, bikeway facilities, intersection
improvements (such as roundabouts), and other features that support safe, equitable, and convenient
travel. As of today, Complete Streets projects are ongoing across the island from roadway repaving
or rehabilitation projects to standalone planning and design projects. Current project areas in the
PUC include Pearl City, Kalihi, Liliha-Nuʻuanu, Waikīkī, Āliamanu-Salt Lake, Downtown, and University
Avenue.
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WHAT DO COMPLETE STREETS LOOK LIKE?
Complete Streets are streets that work for multiple
travel modes, safely moving people while balancing
the needs of all roadway users, such as pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Recognizing the
unique characteristics of each community, planning
for Complete Streets uses localized data and engages
the community to deliver the most appropriate design
improvements to streets.
Complete streets are safe, convenient, and accessible for
all, regardless of how one gets around, age, or ability.
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Streets and Roadways

Streets and roadways in the PUC range from an extensive highway system
owned and maintained by the State of Hawaiʻi Department of Transportation
(HDOT) to local arterials, collector roads and streets owned and maintained
by the City. A small proportion of roads in the PUC are under federal
and private ownership. Due to O‘ahu’s unique topography, much of the
development in the PUC is spread lineally over the coastal plain. Most of the
principal arterial roads in the PUC are oriented in the east-west (Diamond
Head-ʻEwa) direction with arterial and collector roads providing maukamakai access to the ridge and valley communities. The primary arterials
in the urban core include North/South King Street, North/South Beretania
Street, Dillingham Boulevard, Moanalua Road, and Waiʻalae Avenue.

Pedestrian Facilities

Regional pedestrian networks connect neighborhoods throughout the PUC. In Waikīkī,
Kakaʻako, Downtown, Chinatown, and other in-town neighborhoods, special pedestrian
streets and districts connect residential blocks with parks and shopping areas. The
continued development of transit-oriented neighborhoods, bicycle facilities, HART rail,
and dedicated bus lanes will bring more focus to the pedestrian environment in proximity
to transit, jobs, and housing.
The City is developing the O‘ahu Pedestrian Plan, a long-term action plan to create vibrant,
safe, and accessible streetscapes. The draft O‘ahu Pedestrian Plan inventories existing
conditions, proposes pedestrian improvement projects and programs, and prioritizes
those improvements facilitating multimodal travel consistent with the City’s Complete
Streets Ordinance. The plan focuses on identifying priority pedestrian networks,
prioritizing missing walkway segments, and identifying high pedestrian-injury locations.
Policies in this Plan and the TOD Neighborhood Plans also call for greater attention
to the quality of the pedestrian environment and street level connections in new
development. Apart from mobility and safety considerations, pedestrian environments
offer opportunities for place-making features that add to neighborhood character and
community centers.

Quick build improvements in Kalihi (top left); Joggers on the Ala Wai Canal Path (above) ;
Opposite page: Bus Only Lane on King Street (top) the Alapa'i Transit Center (bottom)
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Bicycle Facilities

At the last iteration of this Plan in 2004, the PUC had 24.8 miles of bikeways. Since then,
the City has added and improved over 40 miles of bikeway facilities, including a wellused protected bicycle lane along King Street. The City plans to add at least 5 miles
of new bikeway facilities per year over the next several years with the goal of creating
a robust bicycle network in Honolulu’s urban core, as detailed in the Oʻahu Bike Plan
updated in 2019. The bicycle network is generally targeted to be implemented within
existing roadway right-of-ways shared by the various travel modes. The Oʻahu Bike
Plan identifies specific projects and initiatives to expand facilities and bicycle ridership
with a focus on the “interested but concerned” riders that research shows make up
about half of the population. Appealing to this largest of the existing and potential
ridership groups acknowledges that overall ridership will increase if safe facilities are
readily available and supportive programs are in place that appeal to users of all ages
and abilities. With this goal in mind, PUC DP policies support implementation of the Bike
Plan, recommend the creation of separated/protected bike lanes whenever feasible,
and promote the expansion of bikeshare near transit stations and increased secure
bike parking.
Biki bikes docked at the Blaisdell Center

TheBus and TheHandi-Van

The City has a fixed-route bus transit (TheBus) and paratransit (TheHandi-Van) system. As of 2016,
TheBus system consisted of 96 fixed routes that serve approximately 3,837 bus stops and carry
approximately 70 million passengers each year. On the majority of streets, buses share the roads
with other vehicles. Exceptions include along the Hotel Street Bus Mall where there is there a bus-only
lane, and an additional bus-only lane has been put in place on King Street from Dillingham Boulevard
to Alapai Street, a stretch that already functions as an informal “bus lane” with a high volume of bus
traffic. Future streamlining of such spots and stretches to prioritize buses where appropriate, will help
to improve trip performance and shorten commute times for riders.
Bus passengers board near the Civic Center
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Honolulu Rail Transit Project

The Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) began in 2011 to
implement rail transit on Oʻahu, extending from East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center.
The Department of Transportation Services will be in charge of operations and
maintenance of the system. There are 21 total stations planned, built, or under
construction along the partially completed elevated guideway. 15 of these stations
are planned in the PUC (shown here with names as proposed by the Hawaiian
Station Naming Working Group): Waiawa (Pearl Highlands location), Kulauao
(Pearlridge location), Hālawa (Aloha Stadium location), Makalapa (Pearl Harbor
location), Lelepaua (Honolulu Airport location), Āhua (Lagoon Drive location),
Kahauiki (Middle Street location), Mokauea (Kalihi location), Niuhelewai (Kapālama
location), Kūwili (Iwilei location), Holau (Chinatown location), Kuloloia (Downtown
location), Kaʻākaukukui (Civic Center location), Kūkuluāeʻo (Kakaʻako location),
and Kālia (Ala Moana Center location). Eventual expansion of the rail system to
UH Manoa remains a long-term goal. Seamless integration between rail and other
public transit modes is a major priority for the City transportation network.
Kulauao HART Rail Station under construction

Transit Oriented Development (TOD)

The City has a dedicated TOD program that seeks to coordinate the construction of the Honolulu’s
rail transit system with the long-term growth and development goals of the surrounding
communities. Eight Neighborhood TOD Plans articulate a vision for livable communities
supported by a multi-modal transportation system with robust connections between bus, rail,
and active transportation. A separate TOD Overlay Plan has been developed for the Kakaʻako
Community Development District under the jurisdiction of the Hawaiʻi Community Development
Authority (HCDA). More recently, the City initiated an infrastructure master planning process to
support the TOD vision for the ‘Iwilei and Kapālama rail station areas. The planning process has
been engaging public agencies and property owners to further plan for future development and
infrastructure investments in the area. TOD requires ongoing dialogue between City and State
agencies, development partners, and the community to deliver livable, walkable, and complete
neighborhoods with a high-quality public realm.

Higher density development supports a multi-modal transportation network
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State Transportation Facilities

Some transportation facilities in the PUC are under the
jurisdiction of the State, such as highways, airports,
and harbors. As it relates to transportation, the City’s
role is mostly limited to providing connectivity to
these key facilities.
Highways—State roads provide regional connectivity
within the PUC and beyond. The primary HDOT
highways in the PUC include Interstate H-1 Freeway,
H-3 Freeway (John A. Burns Freeway), Likelike Highway
(Route 63), Nimitz Highway (Route 92), Pali Highway
(Route 61), H-201 Freeway (Moanalua Freeway)
and a portion of Kamehameha Highway (Route 99).
Roadways in the PUC also serve as corridors for the
movement of freight. Most of the important freight
corridors in the PUC, such as H-1 and Nimitz Highway,
experience significant congestion.
Airports—The main airport for the City of Honolulu
and the State of Hawaiʻi is located within the
PUC approximately five miles northwest of the
Downtown area. Recently renamed the Daniel K.
Inouye International Airport (HNL), it serves as a
major transport hub and plays host to more than
20 million travelers each year. The airport is owned
and operated by the HDOT Airports Division and has
four active runways, including the 12,000-foot Reef
Runway which was the world’s first major runway
built entirely offshore. The airport and the Joint Base
Pearl Harbor Hickam (JBPHH) operate as a joint use
facility and share runways and taxiways. The Daniel
K. Inouye International Airport like other coastal
infrastructure will need to prepare to adapt to the
impacts of climate change and sea level rise in the
coming years.
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Harbors—More than 80 percent of all goods
consumed by Hawaiʻi residents and its visitors are
imported to the islands and, of that, more than 98.6
percent flows through the Port Hawaiʻi commercial
harbor system. The landside of Oʻahu’s State-owned
commercial harbors, Honolulu Harbor and Kewalo
Basin, are located within the PUC. Honolulu Harbor
is administered by the HDOT Harbors Division and
serves as the primary port of entry for overseas
cargo and the hub of the State’s commercial harbor
operations. It has over five linear miles of mooring
space, 200 acres of container yards, and over 30
major berth facilities. Ongoing collaboration across
agencies is needed to ensure improvement to public
access to the waterfront and to maintain adequate
industrial land uses for facilities operations. Kewalo
Basin is under the jurisdiction of HCDA and is currently
operated and managed by a third party, The Howard
Hughes Corporation. The harbor at Kewalo Basin
consists of 143 boat slips used for commercial and
recreational purposes. Other recreational boating
facilities in the PUC include the Ala Wai Harbor, Keʻehi
Small Boat Harbor, and Sand Island Launch Ramp.
These facilities are under the jurisdiction of the State
DLNR Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation.

O'ahu Metropolitan Planning
Organization (OahuMPO)

MPOs work closely with large municipalities and
state transportation agencies in planning for projects
requiring Federal highway and transportation
funds. The OahuMPO coordinates cooperative
transportation planning between state and county
agencies and transit operators and produces the
O'ahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP). The
OahuMPO is supported by a Technical Advisory
Committee, Citizen Advisory Committee, and a Policy
Board. The OahuMPO process allows State, City, and
federal facilities to plan to shared goals for O'ahu's
comprehensive transportation system.
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How Does the Development Plan Get Us There?
Developing a high-quality transportation network that provides excellent mobility.
A balanced transportation system provides excellent mobility for daily travels. Residents and visitors can
access a network of complete streets, pedestrian friendly districts and thoroughfares, and connections
to public transit. Hub and spoke buses and commuter express buses work together to provide easily
accessible transportation. Coordinated transportation management aligns multiple agencies for traffic
operations and public safety. Feeder bus lines, bicycle storage and parking, and wayfinding signage for
pedestrians will enhance connections to rail.
Implementing Complete Streets.
The street right-of-way has many demands on it; Accommodating car travel, safe bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, parking areas, freight routes, emergency vehicles, pick up and drop off areas, ride-sharing
services, landscaping, stormwater management, and utilities. Interagency collaboration and communitybased planning is important for setting priorities and planning well-coordinated street designs and
improvements that are well suited to each location and its needs.
Closely coordinating land use and transportation planning.
Land use and transportation planning are closely connected. The car-focused transportation and land
use patterns so common in many U.S. cities has tended to spread clusters of single-use districts across
the landscape at considerable distances, reinforcing the need to travel by car. Cities across the country
are responding to the increasing challenges of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the impacts of “urban
sprawl” and gridlocked commutes, in part by revisiting mixed-use development patterns. Neighborhoods
that bring residences, jobs, and day-to-day services in close proximity are also those well served by
public transit and active transportation for short trips. The effort to create these walkable, bikeable, and
transit-friendly neighborhoods through changing development patterns is often termed transit-oriented
development, or TOD. TOD planning is a major component of implementing the HART rail, by coordinating
land use densities, supporting infrastructure investments, planning for neighborhood improvements such
as parks, and increasing transportation modes and connections. Other future growth areas will be planned
in coordination with transit along existing corridors. In addition, all PUC neighborhoods will benefit from
increased bicycle facilities, increased car charging infrastructure, and improved parking management
strategies.

Related Policies
Policy GD-1.1: Focus higher intensity mixed-use
development and supporting public infrastructure
around HART rail stations.
Policy GD-2.1: Support mixed-use infill
redevelopment and increased bus service along
key underutilized commercial corridors.
Policy PL-3.2: Support an attractive and
pedestrian-friendly public realm along well-used
PUC corridors.
Policy PL-3.4: Improve multimodal connections
and pedestrian pathways within and between the
PUC’s mixed-use corridors, town neighborhoods,
parks, and public institutions.
Policy PPOS-2.1: Create safe park-to-park
connections through continuous and dedicated
pedestrian/bicycle ways.
Policy PPOS-2.2: Use green streets to connect
major recreation and public areas, provide missing
green space, and beautify viewshed corridors.
Policy HC-2.3: Enhance safety, accessibility,
and navigability in public gathering places and
transportation networks.
Policy SLR 2.4: Incorporate sea level rise /
coastal hazard considerations in the planning,
design, and maintenance of facilities and
infrastructure
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Figure 6.1: Mobility Framework

Associated Metrics & Indicators
MC #1: PUC mode split (overall and then around rail stations)
Goal: Increase non-auto mode split
2020 baseline: 80% SOV
Source: www.tpl.org/parkscore/rankings
MC #2: VMT per capita
Goal: Decrease
2020 baseline: X
MC #3: New lane miles of separated bikeways and multiuse
paths
Goal: X miles
2020 baseline: X
Source: www.tpl.org/city/honolulu-hawaii
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Goal MC-1: Provide Safe, Accessible, and Affordable Multimodal Transportation Options

Policy MC-1.1: Implement Complete Streets to enhance the safety and utility of the transportation
system for all users.
Creating Complete Streets involves designing and operating a comprehensive, integrated network of streets that are
safe and convenient for multiple modes of travel and that meet the specific conditions of each project location. There
is no singular design prescription for Complete Streets; each one is unique and responds to its community context.
Complete Streets in the heart of Downtown Honolulu will look differently from Complete Streets in the mauka
residential neighborhoods of the PUC and projects can range from full street designs to small interventions. Continued
implementation of Complete Streets can provide many benefits such as safety and mobility improvements, stormwater
management improvements, and neighborhood beautification.

Priority Actions:

Vision Zero. Join the national network of Vision Zero cities by developing
a Vision Zero plan for creating safer streets in Honolulu. Implement
Complete Streets projects in higher-risk areas. Develop solutions to reduce
the severity and frequency of crashes at high pedestrian crash locations
(such as curb extensions, bollards, eliminating right-turn on red, pedestrian
scrambles, or an overcrossing).
Community-based transportation planning. Support implementation
of community-based Complete Streets planning and design efforts to
serve the needs of residents in distinct locations. Emphasize outreach to
residents and local businesses. Coordinate with other long-range plans.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•
•
•

DTS
DDC
DPP
DFM

An improved link in Pearl Harbor (Source: DTS)

Partners:
•
•
•
•

DTS
DPP
DDC
Community
partners

Other Actions:

• Identify opportunities for more safe crossings along long mixed-use corridors.
• Continue to provide and promote information/educational opportunities to residents and community groups to be
involved in complete streets projects.
• Ensure that investments in Complete Streets projects are balanced and equitable.
• Work with property owners and businesses to incorporate transit facilities into design plans or “adopt” transit stops (i.e.,
clean and maintain transit stops fronting property).
A mini traffic circle calms a McCully intersection (Source: DTS)
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Goal MC-1: Provide Safe, Accessible, and Affordable Multimodal Transportation Options

Policy MC-1.2: Continually improve the efficiency and connectivity of public transit in
PUC neighborhoods.
TheBus service supports one of the highest transit ridership rates per-capita in the county. TheBus also has one of
the lowest costs per passenger mile and lowest cost per boarding passengers of any system. This service will soon
be supplemented with Rail transit, offering commuters another convenient mode choice. Maintaining seamless
connections between bus, rail, and active transportation modes will be essential to the functioning and ridership of
rail, and to the efficiency and reliability of an affordable.

Priority Actions:

Improve transit wayfinding. Continue to enhance wayfinding and
signage to increase readability and improve seamless connectivity
between transportation modes. Implement the TOD Wayfinding
Master Plan.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•

DPP
DTS

Shared access card. Expand services linked to the “Holo” card that
allows pre-payment across public transportation services using a single
reloadable card.

Partners:

Plan for bus priority service along key infill corridors. Continue to
enhance key corridors with sufficient planned or existing density to
support high-frequency transit service and transit prioritization (e.g.,busonly lanes, transit signal prioritization, and bus stop improvements).

Partners:

•
•
•

•
•
•

DTS
HART
Bike Share

DPP
DTS
DDC

TheBus in service around O'ahu

Other Actions:

• Invest in and implement projects with a focus on public transit safety
and comfort as recommended by Age Friendly Honolulu initiative,
such as:
• TheBus and TheHandi Van schedules in different formats (e.g.,
Braille, large print)
• Increase the number of clean and accessible restrooms at transit
stops and stations
Holo card (Source: TheBus)

Honolulu's new generation TheBus is electric (Source: DTS)
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Goal MC-1: Provide Safe, Accessible, and Affordable Multimodal Transportation Options

Policy MC-1.3: Continue to expand facilities and comfort in the bicycle network.
Expansion of bicycle facilities will help to ensure that a network of infrastructure is in place to
make it a viable mode of travel for more people within the PUC. Bicycle infrastructure should
be safe and comfortable to use. Key to this policy is implementing the recommendations of
the Oʻahu Bike Plan, expanding the network of separated and protected bikeways in the PUC,
and providing sufficient bicycle parking in new development.
Sheltered, low-stress bicycle network. Prioritize
construction of protected bike lanes along
corridors identified in the Oʻahu Bike Plan.
Support expansion of bicycle facilities in the
corridors identified in the Bike Plan to promote
a greater share of trips taken by bicycle.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•

DTS
DDC

Greater traffic calming and bicyclist safety.
Support the implementation of traffic calming
measures and collaborate on interagency
transportation safety efforts to support
Vision Zero.

Partners:

Bikeshed projects. Prioritize bicycle facilities
improvement projects that are within the bike
shed of high priority transit hubs.
(approximately 1 mile).

Partners:

•
•

•
•

DTS
DDC

Bicyclists along a protected bikeway

DPP
DTS

Other Actions:

• Develop standards to require integration of secure bicycle parking into development
projects.
• Facilitate the permitting and construction of bike share stations near transit stations.

Bike sharing provides quick transportation in busy districts like Waikīkī
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Goal MC-1: Provide Safe, Accessible, and Affordable Multimodal Transportation Options

Policy MC-1.4: Improve pedestrian connectivity and safety throughout the PUC.
Honolulu has a favorable climate and topography for walking, which is beneficial to public health,
the environment, and the overall quality of life in the city. However, the relatively large physical
separation between walking destinations and variable sidewalk conditions discourage many
people from walking in the PUC as one of their primary forms of mobility. Increased attention to
the pedestrian environment is needed to improve accessibility and conditions and to encourage
more walking within the PUC. Attention should be paid to connections between destinations
in areas with already higher pedestrian activity, and to priority improvements such as filling in
missing sidewalks near schools and transit stops. High volume streets with long distances between
safe crossings reduces options for those with mobility challenges, and should be corrected.

Priority Actions:

Improve connections and safety in areas with high
pedestrian activity. Seek opportunities to improve
connections and flow between sidewalks and areas of
activity, transit stops, and public open space.
Sidewalk reinvestment areas. Support City-funded
construction of sidewalks in densely populated areas
with limited existing facilities, based on the Oahu
Pedestrian Plan. Address unimproved sidewalks with
a consistent and concerted approach.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•

DTS
DDC

Partners:
•
•
•

Pedestrians crossing in Downtown Honolulu

DPP
DTS
DDC

Other Actions:

• Designate pedestrian-priority streets and focus areas that support safe, comfortable, and
convenient walking environments.
• Support improvements in these priority areas, by including private developers.

Comfortable pedestrian streets encourage walking for leisure and short trips
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Goal MC-2: Create an Adaptable and Flexible Transportation System

Policy MC-2.1: Reduce dependency on single-occupancy vehicle miles traveled (VMT).
With limited options to increase the capacity of the existing roadway network, managing
transportation demand along with implementation of cost-effective operational improvements
will continue to be key strategies in addressing congestion. Reducing dependency on singleoccupancy vehicle trips and increasing the use of higher-efficiency options will also help the
State achieve and maintain its greenhouse gas emissions goal, as will increasing programs and
partnerships that encourage the use of transit and alternate travel modes.

Priority Actions:

Modify parking regulations. Reduce off-street
parking requirements to incentivize the use of
travel modes other than single-occupancy vehicles.
Pursue "unbundling" of residential parking for both
rental and for-sale housing in new multifamily
buildings or for commercial developments.
Implement transportation demand management.
Support a wide variety of strategies to reduce
single-occupancy travel, including carpool, vanpool,
flexible schedules, remote work, transit passes,
or similar.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•
•

DPP
DTS
OCCSR

Partners:

•
•
•

DTS
OED
OCCSR

Off-street parking lot

Other Actions:

• Work with property owners and businesses to ensure that existing private parking is available
to the public when not needed for its primary commercial use.
• Implement a parking management plan for Downtown/Chinatown and other municipal
parking areas to optimize use of existing parking assets.
• Price municipal parking according to market rates.
• Reduce vehicle ownership through shared mobility, mixed-use development, and/or frequent
transit service.
• Study the feasibility of congestion pricing.
Carshare Hui at UH Manoa
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Goal MC-2: Create an Adaptable and Flexible Transportation System

Policy MC-2.2: Safely integrate emerging technologies into the transportation system.
Advancements in technology and societal shifts will continue to alter travel behavior and change demands
on the transportation system. New technologies will continue to emerge and present opportunities and
challenges to the transportation system. It will become vital to identify specific needs of new transportation
systems/technologies to facilitate their incorporation into the existing transportation system safely into the
future. New development should be expected to consider appropriate design solutions for common (new)
demands such as bikeshare stops and secure bike parking, ride-share drop areas, and expanded electric
vehicle charging stations.

Priority Actions:

Public vehicle charging. Retrofit public parking garages with
a percentage of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations and
require EV bays in new developments.

Timeline:

Renewable public vehicles. Support actions to transform the
City’s public fleet to 100% renewable energy by 2035.
Develop an integrated micro-mobility plan. Develop
strategies and public messaging to safely integrate alternative
modes of micro-mobility such as scooters, or incorporate
these into the next O'ahu Bike Plan update.
Plan for the deployment of autonomous vehicles. The fast
moving technology of autonomous vehicles is poised to have
a transformative impact on transportation systems. It will be
important for cities to stay ahead of the curve to safely and
equitably integrate the new technologies.

Partners:

•
•
•
•

DTS
DFM
DDC
OCCSR

Partners:

•
•

OCCSR
Asset
agencies

EV fast-charging station at Hawaiian Electric

Partners:

•
•
•

DTS
DPR
DPP

Partners:

•
•
•
•
•
•

DTS
DPP
DDC
DFM
HDOT
OMPO

Other Actions:

• Promote shared mobility programs at multiple scales that are safe and equitable.
• Encourage integration of ride-share facilities into new developments’ ground floors.

Solar panels over public parking lot in the PUC
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Goal MC-2: Create an Adaptable and Flexible Transportation System

Policy MC-2.3: Improve the efficiency and operations of existing transportation facilities.
An efficient transportation system supports the movement of a diverse set of people, goods, and services
while reducing overall transportation costs. This policy is focused on improving travel times reliability of
the roadway network through addressing key bottlenecks and deficiencies in ways that are both reliable
and safe.

Priority Actions:

Low-cost upgrades. Utilize low-cost, easy to install
improvements such as signal optimization along long
corridors (such as along Kamehameha Highway) or restriping to enhance operational efficiency.

Timeline:

Partners:
•
•

DDC
DTS

Pursue congestion management strategies. Track and
analyze traffic bottlenecks in real time during peak hours
using the Joint Traffic Management Center (JTMC), and
employ this data to develop operational solutions and
alternatives to capacity expansion projects.

Partners:

Identify and Implement Transportation Systems
Management and Operations (TSMO). Utilize the JTMC
to implement TSMO goals across transportation agencies,
such as to coordinate maintenance, set and monitor
performance goals, evaluate designs, and enhance safety.

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

DTS
JTMC partners
HDOT

Partners:

DTS
DDC
DFM
JTMC partners
HDOT

Other Actions:

• Conduct temporary, low-cost or tactical projects to demonstrate the efficacy of potential long-term
operational or safety improvements in conjunction with the community
• Convene a task force to analyze approaches to improving publicly accessed roads owned by adjacent
private property owners to identify potential low-cost treatments that could be collaboratively
funded
An integrated transportation system requires real-time monitoring of multiple modes
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Goal MC-2: Create an Adaptable and Flexible Transportation System

Policy MC-2.4: Adapt the roadway network to address challenges from chronic flooding and sea level rise.
Integrating solutions to chronic flooding and rising water tables will be a challenge for some PUC
roadways and will rely on coordinated solutions. Both short-term and longer term solutions will be
needed, as well as sequencing plans to maximize efficiencies and the duration of investments.

Priority Actions:

Work collaboratively across city agencies to address
roadway flooding. Some roadways in the PUC will
see worsening effects of chronic storm water and sea
level rise induced flooding. Meeting these challenges
will require new levels of coordination between city,
state, and federal agencies, private development,
and community-based input to create equitable
and effective means to plan for and fund mitigation
projects.
Framework for Road Raising. Complete a
comprehensive strategy for where, when, and
how to raise City-owned roads (including a cost/
value methodology) and accompanying drainage
improvement strategies.

Timeline:

Partners:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DTS
DPP
BWS
OCCSR
ENV
DPR
DFM
DDC
HDOT
HART
OMPO

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DTS
DDC
BWS
DFM
OCCSR
ENV
DPP

Other Actions:

• Consider establishing a "right-sizing" policy for addressing increased flooding in transportation
facilities. Such a policy would establish a method for determining the cost-benefit for retaining
(and/or decommissioning) transportation assests with an eye towards providing the optimal use
and function of assets through an integrated needs-based analysis. This could be pursued as a
larger context paradigm for a road-raising framework (see above).

Storm-flooded road in Mapunapuna industrial area (Source: SOEST King Tides Project)
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Goal MC-2: Create an Adaptable and Flexible Transportation System

Policy MC-2.5: Maximize interagency and regional transportation coordination.
Interagency and regional coordination is necessary to establish consistent and cooperative plans,
programs, and projects between state and local government agencies, the metropolitan planning
organization, and other appropriate agencies to implement shared priorities for the transportation
system in the PUC and beyond. Planned improvements should be coordinated with other
infrastructure repairs and upgrades—water, wastewater, and storm drainage—whenever feasible, to
efficiently use resources and limit construction disruptions to residents and businesses.

Priority Actions:

Implement regional transportation plans. Support
implementation of the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and the O'ahu Regional Transportation
Plan (ORTP). Continue to coordinate roadway and
infrastructure planning with TOD planning, City
projects and major development projects. Adopt a
“dig-once” approach to infrastructure planning in the
right-of-way.
Balance multiple needs in the road right-of-way.
Continue to prioritize commercial and passenger
loading in Chinatown, parts of Ala Moana, Downtown,
and Waikīkī. Incorporate freight considerations into
the Complete Streets Design Manual and along mixeduse/commercial corridors with higher truck volumes.
Update the planned street widening maps to be
consistent with the current modal plans.

Timeline:

Partners:

•
•
•
•
•

DTS
DPP
HDOT
HART
OMPO

OMPO regional transportation plan document, effective through 2045

Partners:

•
•
•

DTS
DPP
HDOT

Other Actions:

• Support regional transportation needs assessments
• Expand data collection to document conditions of existing transportation infrastructure, including
documentation apps for the public.
• Coordinate project schedules and Identify opportunities to combine projects across city agencies.
A curbside loading zone
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