HOW WILL SEA LEVEL RISE IMPACT US?
How will the PUC be impacted?

3.2 feet Sea Level Rise Exposure Area

An potential economic loss of

$7.3 billion

due to structure and land loss

2,350 acres
of land flooded

4,325
residents displaced

1,627

structures flooded

24 miles

of major roads flooded
Source: Hawaii Sea Level Rise Vulnerability and Adaptation Report, 2017

What should we do?
The following recommendations emerged from the December 2017 Hawaii SLR Report and were further confirmed by the
City & County’s new Climate Commission in July 2018:
•Take a proactive approach in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
preparing the city for the physical and economic impacts of climate
change;

•Use the 3.2 feet sea level rise exposure area (3.2 SLR-XA) as a
planning benchmark by mid-century as it will be an area experiencing
accelerating chronic high tide flooding;

•Use the latest Sea Level Rise Guidance in planning, programing, and
capital improvement decisions to mitigate impacts to infrastructure
and critical facilities subject to sea level rise;

•Use the 6 feet sea level rise exposure area (6 SLR-XA) as a planning
benchmark in the latter decades of this century, especially for critical
infrastructure with long expected lifespans and low risk tolerance;

•Explore elevation or relocation of infrastructure and critical facilities,
and the elevating of impacted surfaces, structures, and utilities;

•Adopt these exposure areas as hazard overlay zones for planning,
require disclosure in all real estate transactions and on City property
information sheets, and direct all City departments and agencies to
fully consider them in their plans, policies, ordinances, and capital
improvement decisions; and,

•Propose revisions to shoreline rules and regulations to incorporate
sea level rise;
•Conserve a natural, unarmored shoreline wherever possible;
•Work cooperatively to develop and implement land use policies,
hazard mitigation actions, and design and construction standards that
mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change and sea level
rise.

•Support all relevant City departments and agencies with adequate
resources and capacity to implement these recommendations.
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