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Parks + Public Open Space
GOAL PPOS-1:
Provide Adequate Parks
Coverage to meet Resident
Needs.

GOAL PPOS-2:
Increase Connectivity and
Access to and between
Parks, Beaches, and Trails.

Policy PPOS-1.1: Pursue a longterm vision and straategy for the PUC
parks and open space network.
Policy PPOS-1.2: Implement a
“10-minute walk” standard for park
accessibility in the PUC.
Policy PPOS-1.3: Seek opportunities
to create new parks in high-density
and growing areas of the PUC.
Policy PPOS-1.4: Find creative
opportunities in the urban context for
a greater variety of park and open
space types.
Policy PPOS-1.5: Improve the
ecological function of parks.

Policy PPOS-2.1: Create safe
park-to-park connections through
continuous and dedicated
pedestrian/bicycle ways.
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Policy PPOS-2.2: Use green
streets to connect major recreation
and public areas, provide missing
green space, and beautify viewshed
corridors.
Policy PPOS-2.3: Better connect
residents to the beaches and trails
in the PUC, such as through an
enhanced beach access program.

GOAL PPOS-3:
Provide High-Quality Parks for
all PUC Residents.
Policy PPOS-3.1: Invest in park facilities,
equipment, and programs that serve all
ages.
Policy PPOS-3.2: Support park
revitalization with additional funding for
maintenance, partnerships, and staff.
Policy PPOS-3.3: Promote parks that
are safe for the community through
environmental design strategies and afterhours activity.
Policy PPOS-3.4: Expand existing
programs that advance shared use and
park stewardship efforts.
Policy PPOS-3.5: Ensure long-term
maintenance/preservation of
open spaces in subdivisions, cluster housing,
and master planned developments.
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Key Outcomes
The PUC DP policies build upon and enhance the
area’s well-used system of parks and public open
space including regional parks, community and
neighborhood parks, beaches, community gardens,
botanical gardens, and public hiking trails.
A comprehensive parks plan establishing a “10minute walk to park” guideline, and creating new
parks in growing, high-density areas and areas
lacking adequate parks coverage will provide
adequate park space to meet current and future
resident needs. In addition, existing parks and
open space will be enhanced and revitalized by
park safety improvements, expanded stewardship
programs and increased partnerships. The City
should pursue efforts to retain existing parks and
public open space.
An increase in the urban tree canopy and creative
park and open space forms, such as linear parks and
other flexible public open spaces, will help to solve
recreation needs and improve ecological function
in dense urban areas.
An expansion of the community gardens program
is also a key improvement for parks, as is increasing
the connections and access within and between
parks, beaches, and trails.

Clockwise from top left: Dogs play at the Civic Center green; Koloa maoli
(Hawaiian ducks) may be spotted in fountains and ponds around town

Mānoa Falls
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Setting the Stage

Parks and open spaces in the PUC include City regional parks, district parks, community parks, neighborhood parks,
mini parks, beach parks, botanical gardens, and community gardens. In addition, there are State parks, hiking trails,
public hunting areas, scenic byways, and privately managed parks and gardens. City designated parks and beach
parks are managed by the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), while State designated parks and recreation
areas are managed by the DLNR Division of State Parks; coastal programs supporting conservation are management
are part of the Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands. Trails in the State Na Ala Hele Trail and Access Program are
managed by the State DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife, rounding out the many park and recreation offerings in
the PUC.
The PUC is home to Hawaiʻi’s oldest parks and playgrounds, including several historic parks listed on the National or
Hawaiʻi Register of Historic Places. As of 2018, the PUC had approximately 751 acres of City parks, 1,470 acres of State
parks, and more than 44 miles of State hiking trails. Major operations and maintenance challenges for existing City
and State parks include aging facilities, vandalism, overnight use by persons experiencing homelessness, dumping,
beach erosion (particularly in Waikīkī), and enforcement of park closure hours.
A City report titled The Standards and Design Precepts for Future Park Development (“Park Standards Report”) provides
the most recent recommendations for comprehensive park standards. The Parks Standards Report recommendations
include two acres per 1,000 resident population for community‐based parks. This ratio for community‐based parks
has also been referred to in other area documents including the HCDA’s Kakaʻako Mauka Area Plan (2011), and the
TOD Neighborhood Plans. The Park Standards Report recommendations for overall park inventory, including State
and Federal facilities, state that it would be desirable to attain a ratio of 25 acres of park land per 1,000 de facto
population (i.e. residents plus average daily visitor count). Using these guidelines, the Park Standards Report identified
a deficit in park space for the county, including in the PUC.
By another measure, the Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) ParkScore annually ranks the parks of the 100 largest U.S. cities
by a variety of criteria. The TPL ParkScore places Honolulu slightly behind the middle of the pack (#57 in 2021) of the
100 cities analyzed. Areas of excellence include parks access as measured by a 10-minute walk, and number of senior
centers. Honolulu was also better than average on access and equity. Key areas of improvement relative to other
municipalities is spending per capita, and provision of certain amenities, such as playgrounds and dog parks. PUC DP
policies call for an increase in investment in parks, park maintenance, and staff support.
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As of 2020, approximately 43 percent of the City’s
population resides in the PUC, which makes up about
one-sixth of the City’s land area. Future parks and
public spaces in the PUC will contend with scarcity
of additional large open sites. It is the City's policy
to continue to focus a significant amount of planned
housing development in the PUC near existing
transportation, commercial areas, and schools.
As such, new strategies for increasing public open
space, interactions with the natural environment,
and day‐to‐day opportunities for recreation will be
needed in creative ways beyond the traditional park.
New strategies and partnerships for park space will
be further challenged to meet the needs of both
the existing and new resident population while also
considering the City’s already stretched capacity for
park maintenance. Promising parks forms include
linear parks, such as the “catalytic” project planned
for the Kapālama Canal that will serve as park space,
promenade, flood mitigation, and a place-making
feature rolled into one; flexible open space that
can accommodate community gathering spaces,
performance space, marketplaces, and serve as
neighborhood centers; an expanded tree canopy
and urban trails for walking and jogging and exercise
equipment; and intergenerational spaces for all ages
with features such as shaded gathering spots, areas
for repose and reflection, community gardens, and
play equipment.
At left: The orchid house at the Foster Botanical Garden

Thomas Square Park
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Related Policies
How Does the Development Plan Get Us There?

Policy GD-2.2: Create mixed-use
neighborhoods with meaningful character and a
sense of place.

Strategic implementation of an overall parks vision.
Beginning with a Parks Master Plan effort, the City will look to incorporate greater regional parks
planning into the Development Plans and Sustainable Communities Plans, to tie the island’s parks/open
space network together into a cohesive whole. Increased collaboration between local stakeholders,
community entities, and agencies in planning and construction will strive to complete identified parks
projects in the PUC. Improved parks linkages and mobility can be fostered through completing the Lei
of Parks multi-use path that connects prominent parks from Diamond Head to Downtown, connecting
existing waterfront multi-use paths, and increasing protected bicycle lanes. Expanded access to parks
and open space will be achieved by implementing a “10-minute walk” guideline and by requiring
development to provide high-quality recreation and open spaces to support residents in growing
TOD areas.

Policy GD-2.4: Provide green space/
landscaping improvements in mixed-density intown neighborhood

Revitalize and better connect existing parks.
Parks continue to face significant maintenance challenges, and therefore adding capacity and resources
to the Parks and Recreation Department will assist with better maintenance of facilities in existing parks.
Existing stewardship programs and partnerships should be expanded, including for shared use of open
space and recreation facilities where feasible. Policies support exploring opportunities for innovative
strategies and mechanisms to support park enhancement and revitalization efforts. Better connecting
residents to mauka and shoreline recreation areas will increase the use and safety of these spaces.

Policy HC-2.3: Enhance safety, accessibility,
and navigability in public gathering places and
transportation networks.

Promote alternative open space forms and recreational opportunities.
To adequately meet resident’s needs, this Plan promotes innovative strategies such as new linear parks
and walking/jogging paths, and partnering with new developments to provide flexible public open
space; creativity should be used in providing inspiring, usable open spaces for all ages and a range of
activities.

Policy PL-1.5: Continue to preserve significant
panoramic public views of natural landmarks
through Special District provisions.
Policy PL-2.2: Integrate greenery and green
infrastructure into new developments, especially
large sites.

Policy HC-1.3: Avoid/mitigate the Urban
Heat Island Effect and reduce heat stress.
Policy SLR 3.4: Support State agencies
in applying appropriate interventions and
environmental measures for adapting/
preserving beaches and shoreline impacted by
sea level rise and erosion.
Policy WR-2.2: Enhance the ecological
function of streams.

At right: Coco palms, Monkeypod trees, and Banyan trees in the distance at Kapi'olani Park
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Figure 5.1: Parks + Open Space Framework

Associated Metrics & Indicators
PPOS #1: TPL ParkScore (for the City)
Goal: Increase ParkScore by improving investment and
amenities
2021 baseline: 48.6 (max 100)
Source: www.tpl.org/parkscore/rankings
PPOS #2: 10-minute walk access to parks
Goal: 100% of residents live within 1/4 mile walk of park)
2021 baseline: 70% with 10-minute walk access (for the City
and County)
Source: www.tpl.org/city/honolulu-hawaii
PPOS #3: Urban tree canopy coverage (across all south
O‘ahu)
Goal: Increase urban canopy coverage to at least 35% by 2035
2016 baseline: 23% coverage
Source: www.smarttreespacific.org/projects/honolulu-urbantree-canopy-assessment/, 100k Trees O'ahu Map
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Goal PPOS-1: Provide Adequate Parks Coverage to meet Resident Needs

Policy PPOS-1.1: Create and pursue a long-term vision and strategy for the PUC
parks & open space network.
The City will benefit from the creation of a guiding parks master plan document developing a
comprehensive vision that builds upon previous planning efforts (including the 2004 Parks Standard Report,
TOD Neighborhood Plans, several district-wide parks plans, and the Age-Friendly Honolulu Action Plan). A
comprehensive action plan for parks and open space would identify goals, objectives and ‐ to the extent
possible – the location and sizes of new parks in deficient neighborhoods, as well as maintenance and
improvement capital programs for existing parks, allowing better integration of parks site planning in the DPs
and SCPs.

Priority Actions:

Develop a comprehensive action plan for maintaining,
improving, and expanding park space across the PUC.
Partner with local organizations and the community to
develop a comprehensive master plan for PUC parks and
open space improvements, including connections to hiking
trails, and state facilities, botanical and community gardens,
public shoreline access points, municipal golf courses, and
historic parks.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
State Parks
State DOFAW
State HCDA

Beach parks are well-used in the PUC

Other Actions:

• Consider adopting an official standard for parks acreage,
park service, and park forms for the urban context.
• Incorporate greater regional parks planning into the
Development Plan and Sustainable Communities Plan
update processes.
• Implement recommendations in existing District Master
Plans (such as Ala Moana Regional Park Plan) and consider
where new District Master Plans should be pursued.

View of the Wai'anae Mountains from Ka'ahele Neighborhood Park in Pearl City
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Goal PPOS-1: Provide Adequate Parks Coverage to meet Resident Needs

Policy PPOS-1.2: Implement a “10-minute walk” standard for park accessibility in the PUC.
Honolulu has joined many other cities nationwide in pursuing the goal of providing a less than 10-minute
walk to a park for all residents. In 2020, nearly 80 percent of residents in the City and County of Honolulu
lived within a 10-minute walk of a park, which is significantly above the national average of 55%. However,
the City is aiming for proximate access for everyone and thus it is critical to identify where parks are
needed and how best to fill these gaps in the urban park network. While a 10-minute walk-shed is not a
comprehensive measurement of all park services, it is a good indicator of areas that are lacking in basic
coverage of public parks.

Priority Actions:

Prioritize new parks in underserved areas.
Use 10-minute walkshed mapping and work with
agencies, non-profits, and the community to identify
areas or neighborhoods where parks and open space
are not accessible via a 10-minute walk. Prioritize
new parks based on the long-term fulfillment of the
ten-minute standard.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
Community groups

Other Actions:

• Seek to maximize usage of existing open spaces (i.e. schools, parks, campuses) through shared usage and
alternating time-of-day uses.
TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND WALK STANDARD
The TPL launched a nationwide campaign in 2017 to promote the goal of a 10-minute walk to a park for all
urban residents. Honolulu joined in supporting the campaign.
Progress is measured through a ‘ParkScore.’ The TPL’s ParkScore index evaluates park access and quality. It
measures acreage (median park size and parkland as a percentage of city area), investment and amenities
(spending per resident and amenities), and access (percentage of residents within a 10-minute walk of a
park, or ½-mile). The City received an overall ParkScore ranking of 48.6 out of 100 in 2021. 70 percent of
residents in the City and County of Honolulu in the same year lived within a 10-minute walk of a park.
The City scored fair on the median park size and percent of area dedicated to parks (54 and 45 points
respectively), but low (37 out of 100 points) on park spending per resident.

View from Magic Island towards Ala Moana
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Goal PPOS-1: Provide Adequate Parks Coverage to meet Resident Needs

Policy PPOS-1.3: Seek opportunities to create new parks in high-density and growing areas of the PUC.
With dense development planned around rail stations, it is essential to provide park space
for future residents, in addition to meeting the needs of existing residents. Unlike other
regions of the island such as ‘Ewa and Central O‘ahu, there are fewer opportunities in the
PUC to expand or acquire park sites using the Park Dedication Ordinance. Increasing the use
of privately-owned, publicly accessible recreation space (both indoor and outdoor) is one
strategy to begin to address the park space deficiency for the PUC area. It will be essential
to work with community partners and across City agencies in planning, implementing, and
tracking public parks and open spaces in the PUC.

Priority Actions:

Develop and implement a coordinating
Plan for new parks and open space in
TOD Districts. A TOD Special District Open
Space Plan or Open Space Guidelines would
distinguish between major community open
spaces that require collaboration between
private and public development, and smaller
spaces that happen opportunistically on a
project-by-project basis, and include funding
strategies. Certain TOD station areas should
strive for five-minute walk access so that
adequate parks constitute an integral part of
future growth.

Timeline

Other Actions:

Partners:

• DPP
• DPR
• State
DLNR
• Private
partners

Revise the Park Dedication Ordinance to
incentivize park space over in-lieu fees.
Potential changes might include adjustments
to the in-lieu fee valuation, expanding
service radii for spending parks fees, adding
a credit for indoor recreational or private
community spaces, or allowing off-site
publicly accessible open space within a
certain distance to count towards residential
common usable open space.

Timeline

Partners:

• DPP
• DPR
• Development
community

• Create publicly accessible and usable open space area requirements for TOD areas.
• Create a program to require and/or incentivize POPOS (Privately-Owned Public Open Space)
for new development in growth areas, including plazas, pocket parks, and rooftops, and
track their numbers.
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Variety of facility types is important to all areas (Source: DPR)

PRIORITY PARK FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS IN TOD NEIGHBORHOODS
• Improvements to Sheridan Community Park and Pawa‘a In-Ha Park
• A new Community Park for the mauka/‘ewa corner of Kapi‘olani Boulevard and
Pensacola St;
• Promenades along the Harborfront and Nu‘uanu Stream Corridor, Makiki Stream,
Hālawa Stream, and Waiawa Stream
• Kapālama Canal Linear Park and Kapālama Drainage Canal Multi-Use Pathway
• One to two new Community Parks in Kalihi
• Promenade at Ke‘ehi Lagoon; and Beach Park on the penninsula
• A new Park and Plaza at the Pearl Harbor Rail Station
• Major new open space at Aloha Stadium
• New park space at the Pearl Harbor Waterfront and improvements to Pearl Harbor
Historic Trail
• Other new pocket parks, plazas, play courts, and flexible public spaces
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Goal PPOS-1: Provide Adequate Parks Coverage to meet Resident Needs

Policy PPOS-1.4: Find creative opportunities in the urban context for a greater variety of park and
open space types.
Even as overall numbers on O‘ahu are not currently increasing, some developing neighborhoods in the PUC area continue
to densify with an increase in population to serve. At the same time, new public open spaces become increasingly difficult
to develop due to land scarcity in largely built environments. New creative strategies and partnerships for providing nature,
recreation, and relaxation in the urban center beyond the traditional park need to be explored, including along canals, under
or over freeways, on hillsides, by converting gray space to green space, and in other flexible spaces and formats. Large-scale
innovative park creation efforts should also be considered as potential long‐term capital projects.

Priority Actions:

Construct new linear parks and walking paths. Identify
opportunities to introduce new linear parks within and
between high-density urban areas (Such as the planned
Kapālama Canal “catalytic project”). Prioritize creation of
walking paths and loops near residential neighborhoods (look
to Fort Ruger Path as a precedent).
Support continued QuickBuild and temporary open spaces.
Support tactical urbanism efforts by DTS and creation of
temporary open spaces. Continue converting “gray spaces”
into green spaces where minimal effort is needed.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
DLNR
Private partners

Partners:
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
DLNR
DTS

Other Actions:

• Develop a formal policy, approval process, and/or design
guidance for landowners who wish to build parklets
fronting their property.
• Look for remnant parcels that could be repurposed into parks.

A public "parklet" near shops in the PUC

Canal improvements (Source: Kapālama Canal Master Plan)
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Goal PPOS-1: Provide Adequate Parks Coverage to meet Resident Needs

Policy PPOS-1.5: Improve the ecological function of parks.
Parks and open spaces are not only places for recreation and enjoyment, but they can also play a key role
in providing stormwater flooding protection, habitat areas, mitigation of elevated urban temperatures,
and pollution control. For example, with proper planning and investment, parks and recreation areas
in shoreline settings can be part of solutions to mitigate sea level rise impacts, restore marsh habitat,
or improve beach ecology. Ongoing maintenance of parks and future design enhancements of existing
parks should include attention to simple improvements to assist stormwater infiltration, provide greater
opportunities for community gardening for residents to grow their own food, and provide habitat for
native ecology.

Priority Actions:

Enhance the ability of parks to capture stormwater.
Better utilizing parks for stormwater management
can range from increasing LID features in existing
parks, to the design of new parks and open spaces
with water retention features in areas susceptible to
flooding.
Explore the long-term potential of shoreline and
nearshore parks to assist in adapting to sea level
rise. Increasingly, shoreline parks will serve as de
facto coastal flood protection for inland areas,
despite not being designed originally for this purpose.
Sea level rise raises the importance of managing
shoreline parks as critical flood and stormwater
protection for inland communities and facilities.

Timeline

Partners:

•
•
•

DPP
DPR
DFM

Planting in the Lili'uokalani Botanical Garden (Source: DPR Community
Forestry Program)

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
State Parks
DLNR

Other Actions:

• Include parks in area stormwater and drainage planning for streets and neighborhoods.
• Encourage the inclusion of native plants, non-invasive plants, and plants well-suited to their climatic
setting in new development projects, parks and green streets to provide ecological benefits and lower
irrigation needs.
The Board of Water Supply's Hālawa Xeriscape Garden models water smart plants
(Source: BWS)
196 | Primary Urban Center Development Plan

DRAFT

Chapter 5. Parks + Public Open Space

Working with Water

• Stormwater. Incorporating LID techniques into
individual projects, and open spaces can help to manage
stormwater onsite, eliminate standing water, reduce
impervious surfaces, and improve overall water quality
by reducing pollutant runoff. Parks and open spaces can
also be used to manage volumes of water through green
infrastructure interventions to improve water quality and
drainage. A partnership between stormwater managers,
parks, and Complete Streets could explore options for
chronic flooding in Honolulu.
• Living Shorelines and Wetlands. Given the serious
challenges that climate change and sea level rise pose
to the islands and our coastal communities, a number
of solutions and strategies from a variety of approaches
will be needed. Living coastlines and other softening such
as wetland restorations should be considered where
appropriate to help buffer the coastlines with natural
materials instead of hard structures. A benefit of this
approach can also be improved habitat areas.

Plant Selection

• “Unthirsty” Plants. The Honolulu Board of Water Supply
has been operating the Hālawa Xeriscape Garden since
1989 to showcase and demonstrate how to create
attractive residential gardens with plants that use less
water. Much of urban Honolulu lies on the flat coastal
plain within the island’s driest climate zone, and with
climate change impacts that include a potentially drier
climate, selecting plants that reduce irrigation needs in
parks and public spaces is an ecologically friendly choice.
• Native Plants. Hawai'i, in its remoteness, has developed
a unique and rich biodiversity. However, much has
been lost to habitat disturbance, the introduction of
invasive species, and the disruption of traditional land
use management practices. Incorporating native plants
in the proper growing conditions in parks and public
projects can help raise awareness of conservation efforts,
celebrate the unique Hawaiian landscape, and reestablish
habitat for native species.

Example of a vegetated shoreline at Ka'ena Point State Park (Source: DNLR)

Hala is a native coastal and lower valley tree
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Native Species in the PUC
Some native species make their homes in the PUC’s
coastal areas, upper forests, and even in urbanized
areas. A few of the species that call the PUC home
include:

Hawaiian Monk Seal. The beloved Hawaiian monk seal is a
critically endangered animal with a small population found
mostly in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and a much smaller
distribution on the main islands. Since 2017, Hawaiian monk seals
have twice delighted PUC residents and visitors- and prompted
fast work by conservation specialists- by deciding to have their
pups at Kaimana Beach near Waikīkī.
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Kamehameha Butterfly. The Kamehameha butterfly is one of
only two native butterflies. According to UH CTAR, its range
in the PUC once included Mānoa, and it could be found in the
forests of Tantalus up to the 1980s, but has since seen a decline.
Conservation efforts include a “citizen science” mapping project
developed by UH researchers, and a collaboration between
DOFAW, DLNR, and the Honolulu Zoo.

Fairy Tern, also known as the white tern or manu-o-Kū, is a
Hawaiʻi indigenous bird with bright white feathers and black
eyes. It is unusual among native birds in that it enjoys nesting
right in urban Honolulu. In fact, it was named the official City bird
in 2007.

Oʻahu ‘Amakihi. The Oʻahu ‘amakihi is a golden to olive colored
honeycreeper endemic to this island. The ‘amakihi can be found
in forests and valleys at middle elevations.

Kōlea (aka Pacific Golden Plover) is a medium-small indigenous
shorebird of the Hawaiian Islands that makes other seasonal
stops in Siberia and Alaska. The kōlea can be spotted most
commonly from August to May.
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Goal PPOS-2: Increase Connectivity and Access to and between Parks, Beaches, and Trails

Policy PPOS-2.1: Create safe park-to-park connections through continuous and dedicated pedestrian/
bicycle ways.
Park-to-park connections through dedicated pathways allow residents to safely and conveniently access parks. It also
provides opportunities to reduce reliance on vehicular travel by increasing space for pleasant alternatives such as
walking and biking. With sufficient right-of-way and additional planting, multi-use pathways can also serve as green
space in areas lacking adequate parks.
Complete the “Lei of Parks” from Diamond Head to Aloha Tower. Create
a wholly connected set of corridors of high-quality green space in the
PUC’s core through new and existing multi-use paths and greenways.
Proactively identify potential City & County-owned lands and work
with private developers to complete the lei of parks concept. Prioritize
completion of the Lei of Parks in any future Parks Master Plans.

Timeline

Partners:

Create and maintain multi-use pathways along channels and streams.
Complete the Kapālama Canal project and use it as a model for other
key channelized corridors (i.e. the River Street Promenade). Develop
and maintain greenbelts and pathways along streams and enhance
mauka-makai watershed management and visual connections. Support
development of shared use paths along the Mānoa, Pālolo, Makiki,
Nu‘uanu, and Hālawa Streams.

Timeline

Partners:

Complete efforts to link lateral shoreline access. Continue to maintain
the Pearl Harbor Historic Trail and improve access. Continue to provide as
much continuous lateral shoreline access for pedestrians extending from
Diamond Head to Nu‘uanu Stream (River Street), around Ke‘ehi Lagoon,
and from Neal S. Blaisdell Park through the ‘Aiea Bay State Recreation
Area, as possible.

Timeline

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
DTS

DPP
DPR
DTS
Private owners
State

Lei of Parks signage near the Honolulu Zoo

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
State DNLR
Private
partners
Navy

Other Actions:

• Require new development or renovation projects to improve open spaces and parks adjacent to streams including
requiring minimum setbacks.
• Work with private landowners, DPR, and DOT Airports/Harbors to construct new multi-use shoreline promenades from
Ke'ehi Lagoon Park to Kalihi Kai, from River Street to the Cruise Terminal, and identify segments to create other continuous
waterfront paths.

Portion of the Pearl Harbor Historic Trail at Neil S. Blaisdell Park
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Goal PPOS-2: Increase Connectivity and Access to and between Parks, Beaches, and Trails

Policy PPOS-2.2: Use green streets to connect major recreation and public areas, provide missing
green space, and beautify viewshed corridors.
FIGURE 3-22: GREEN STREET ENHANCEMENTS
(Rycroft Street Vision)

Green streets are intended to serve as cool and pleasant multi-modal avenues, to off-set the
built environment as primary channels for storm water capture, improvers of water quality, and
providers of natural areas for community enjoyment and beauty. The “green street” concept for
Honolulu has been strengthened through TOD Neighborhood planning work and the Complete
Streets Design Manual. This Plan calls for a connected network of these streets, with abundant
trees, large rain gardens, bioretention features, and permeable paving. Bike lanes and upgraded
street elements provide additional opportunities to introduce porous surfaces either in the
form of pavers or landscaping further mitigating runoff, flooding, and the heat island effect.
Well-planned, intentional, green streets should be an integral part of reaching Honolulu’s tree
canopy coverage goals to increase the urban tree canopy to at least 35% coverage by 2035 .
This is especially important as the City’s Urban Tree Canopy Assessment has historically shown
the densest areas of the PUC losing tree canopy coverage at the greatest rate. Dramatically
expanding green streets in the PUC can be an essential part of the open space network and
city infrastructure, providing cooling shade, addressing existing drainage issues, and benefitting
environmental health.

Priority Actions:

Support the green street network identified in TOD plans.
Consider encouraging new development in TOD areas to
prioritize contribution to the green street network as a
community benefit.
Prioritize green streets outside of TOD Areas in
neighborhoods with lower park level of service, and to create
connections between major public spaces.

Other Actions:

Timeline

1

STREET TREES WITH
PLANTED TRENCH

•
•
•

DPP
DTS
DDC

3

PERVIOUS PAVING
STRIPS IN SIDEWALK

4

RAIN
GARDEN

Nitroge

Phosph

Suspen
Solids

Rendering
of a green street (Source: Ala Moana Neighborhod TOD Plan)
10’ Travel
10’ Travel Lane w/Shar

rows.

Partners:

2

POTEN

Lane w/Sharrows

• Explore potential green street projects along Young Street and Waimano Home Road.
• Preserve key mauka and makai corridor viewsheds that provide sense of place and visual
connections in the PUC by planting the right size tree in the right location.
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CROSSWALKS WITH
PERVIOUS PAVEMENT

8’ Parking Lane

8’ Sidewalk

GREEN STREETS ARE RECOMMENDED, BUT NOT LIMITED TO:
• Ala Moana & Kaheka/Ke'eaumoku/Sheridan Neighborhoods: King
Street, Pi‘ikoi Street, Ke‘eaumoku Street, Kalākaua Street, Kapi‘olani
Boulevard (maintain), Atkinson Street, Sheridan Street, Rycroft Street
• Downtown: Bishop Street,
Section cut
• Iwilei: Alakawa Street,
Ka‘amahu Place, Ka‘a‘ahi Street, Sumner Street
Key Map
•
Kalihi: Kalani Street, Kalihi Street, Mokauea Street, Kaumuali‘i Street
• Airport Area: Radford Drive, Koapaka Street, Paiea Street, Lagoon
Drive, Ualena Street, Waiwai Loop
• Hālawa: Salt Lake Blvd, Kamehameha Highway, Kahuapa‘ani Avenue,
Moanalua Road
• Pearl City/‘Aiea: Waiawa Road, Ala Ike Street, Acacia Road, Kuala
Street, Kaonohi Street, Moanalua Road

DRAFT

Chapter 5. Parks + Public Open Space

Goal PPOS-2: Increase Connectivity and Access to and between Parks, Beaches, and Trails

Policy PPOS-2.3: Better connect residents to the beaches and trails in the PUC.
Shoreline public access is a common law right in Hawai‘i that is enjoyed by local residents and visitors alike, and is a defining aspect of public open space in the islands. The right of access
to Hawaii’s shorelines includes the right of transit along the shoreline (lateral access) and within beach transit corridors. The location, alignment, and maintenance of public access routes
to the shoreline is traditionally maintained through an ongoing partnership between DPP and DPR at a preferred minimum interval of ¼ mile in urban areas (and ½ mile in rural areas).
However, with many differing conditions along the coastline, both the quality and frequency of public beach access could be improved. PUC mauka trails are managed by the State DLNR’s
Na Ala Hele program. However, the City can strengthen partnerships by collaborating on solutions for trailhead parking access when possible, and improving public transportation access to
trails and mauka recreation areas.

Priority Actions:

Provide frequent Beach access per City standards.
Ensure the City’s working policy to provide beach
access roughly every ¼ mile in urban shoreline areas is
maintained at every opportunity and seek to provide new
access points where this distance is exceeded. Require
new or expanded shoreline access in proposed coastal
projects in areas not meeting this standard.

Greater visibility of access points. Enhance visibility
and signage for existing public access points to and
along beaches, coastal parks, and trails. Coordinate
the design of signs and graphics to clearly mark coastal
views and access points in a manner that is consistent
and recognizable.

Timeline

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
State DLNR
DFM
Private partners

Mālama mauka lands. Maintain public access points and
hiking trails on the Ko‘olau Range in the areas beyond
the Urban Growth Boundary, and improve amenities for
hiking and camping; avoid disturbance to Preservation
areas; allow access for traditional and customary
practices and gathering rights, consistent with the
provisions of the Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•

State DLNR
BWS
Community partners
DPP

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•

DPP
DPR
State DLNR
DFM
Private partners

Ensure public access points provide safe and accessible
connections to shoreline, especially including access
for persons with disabilities. Promote the all-terrain
wheelchair and beach mat access program.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•
•

DPR
DFM
State DLNR
DPP
Private partners

Magic Island Loop Trail at dusk

Other Actions:

• Coordinate with regional agencies and neighboring
jurisdictions to improve HART and TheBus transit access to
beach and trail access points.
• Solve conflicts with residential uses at trailheads by
improving alternative transportation access to trails and
mauka recreation areas and collaborating on the provision
of separated parking whenever feasible.
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The urban areas in the PUC benefit from a diversity of parks and outdoor spaces.
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Goal PPOS-3: Provide High-Quality Parks for all PUC Residents.

Policy PPOS-3.1: Invest in park facilities, equipment, and programs that serve all ages.
Implemented in 2015, the Kākou for Parks initiative has gone to over 170 parks on the island as of
2020, improving amenities such as comfort stations and play equipment. However, according to public
perception, parks are still not adequately maintained. In a 2019 National Community Survey, only
39% of Honolulu residents rated city parks as excellent or good. This rating is much below national
benchmarks with Honolulu ranked at 306 out of 311 nationally. The declining ratings occurred despite
city efforts to improve parks, highlighting the critical role of ongoing parks maintenance.

Priority Actions:

Continue to Improve Amenities such as
Comfort Stations, Play Equipment, and Exercise
Equipment. Continue to upgrade and add more
playgrounds to existing parks. Move toward
poured in place surfacing for playgrounds where
appropriate for increased safety and sustainability.
Adequate provision and maintenance of restrooms
remains a high public priority for parks.
Provide Adequate Shade. Identify the hottest
areas in parks and prioritize planting trees and
building shade structures in those areas for passive
recreation. Parks in the urban core should be a top
priority for this treatment.

Other Actions:

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

DPR
DDC
DFM

Play equipment in the PUC (Source: DPR)

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

DPR
OCCSR
DDC

• Seek opportunities to improve existing dog parks and create new dog parks.
• Expand programming for seniors in areas where populations of kupuna are growing. Include
attention to accessibility, rest areas, and exercise equipment. When feasible, locate accessible new
parks in areas with a high kupuna population.
• Through planning efforts, collaborate with children and families to refine key design features of
“family-friendly” park spaces for play and gatherings.
• Expand nature-based educational programs in parks and gardens, including partnerships with
schools, community organizations and businesses.

AGE-FRIENDLY HONOLULU ACTION PLAN OUTDOOR SPACES AND
BUILDING GOALS
• Outdoor spaces free of criminal activity and vandalism
• Accessible spaces that accommodate persons with a range of
disabilities
• Outdoor spaces with services and amenities nearby
• Clean and attractive outdoor spaces
• Multi-generational/multipurpose use spaces
Photo Captions, previous page clockwise from top left:
1) Rendering of future Kapālama Canal promenade; 2) Fort Ruger multiuse path; 3)
Bicycle/pedestrian path in Kapiolani Park; 4) landscaped public space at International
Market Place; 5) rendering of a proposed Kaka'ako parklet; 6) green/living wall on a
rooftop in the PUC; 7) Volleyball game at Ala Moana Beach park; 8) Lion Dance exhibition
at Kapi'olani Park Bandstand; 9) Ala Wai Community Garden structures.

DRAFT

Primary Urban Center Development Plan | 203

Goal PPOS-3: Provide High-Quality Parks for all PUC Residents

Policy PPOS-3.2: Support park revitalization with additional park maintenance funding, partnerships,
and staff.
Many PUC parks need basic maintenance, including some that have become encampments for chronically
homeless residents and thus deterring the full community from enjoying these parks. A key strategy for the City
will be working with communities to assess the quality of their local parks, understand which are used heavily or
underutilized, prioritize certain parks for enhancement, and ultimately improve their function as neighborhood
gathering places. Prioritizing support services for houseless residents will not only ease burdens on parks and
public open space maintenance, but is an essential community health measure.

Priority Actions:

New Funding to Support Park Maintenance Costs.
Consider visitor-serving activities fees or increasing
park fees to fund improvements, maintenance and
construction of new parks and open space. Earmark a
portion of park dedication in-lieu fees for maintenance
of existing parks.

Expanded Maintenance Staff. Seek to increase the
ratio of park maintenance staff to park acreage. Focus
expanded staffing on the most heavily used parks
or parks with the most maintenance issues (lighting,
water fountains, and restrooms).

Timeline

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

DPR
DPP
Private partners

Centennial Park is a result of public-community partnership in Waikīkī

Partners:
•
•
•

DPR
DFM
Other City partners
as needed

Other Actions:

• Continue to pursue public-private partnerships to assist in basic maintenance and stewardship of parks/open
space.
• Expand the nighttime security covering urban parks.
• Revitalize parks identified in the TOD Neighborhood Plans, such as Aʻala and Makalapa Parks.
PARTNERSHIPS
Partnerships can also help bolster the maintenance, revitalization, and even creation of City Parks. For
example, the Nu’uanu YMCA has partnered with the City to revitalize Kamamalu Neighborhood Park
including paying for improvements, providing basic maintenance of comfort station, and conducting
volunteer cleanups of the park. In another instance, the City partnered with community members led by the
Rotary Club to transform a vacant City lot in Waikīkī into a thriving public park, opened in 2021.
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The Civic Center grounds provides a large public green space near Downtown
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Goal PPOS-3: Provide High-Quality Parks for all PUC Residents.

Policy PPOS-3.3: Promote parks that are safe for the community through environmental design
strategies and after-hours activity.
To promote social interaction and vibrancy, the PUC needs well-designed and accessible
gathering spaces at all scales: within buildings, blocks, neighborhoods, and regions.
Thoughtful design of public spaces supports a safe community and enhances visibility
and social comfort. However, design-based strategies are not enough on their own –
these should be complemented with programs and initiatives that build community
relationships and enhance public safety. Improved park safety through increased
programming and community presence and park stewardship is critical to providing highquality parks for residents.

Priority Action:

Increase Park Programming Funding. Apply for grants and
other funding opportunities that support park programing
to keep parks safe and active. Use this funding to increase
programing and events to keep parks active with groups of
residents and staff.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

DPR
Community partners
Private partners

A Midsummer Night's Gleam event at the Foster Botanical Garden (Source: DPR)

Other Actions:

• Utilize “Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design” (CPTED) principles in the
design and renovation of new and existing parks and open space facilities.
• Explore the possibility of expanding park hours with programmed and supervised
activities and consider adjusting any ordinances related to hours or lighting
if necessary.

Recreation activity at the beach along Kalākaua Avenue in Waikīkī
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Goal PPOS-3: Provide High-Quality Parks for all PUC Residents

Policy PPOS-3.4: Expand existing programs that advance shared use and park stewardship efforts.
Public-private partnerships could assist the City with providing the personnel needed for basic
maintenance, park presence, and stewardship of parks. Given constraints on public funding and
staff, nurturing strong nonprofit partners is key. These partners might include business improvement
districts, neighborhood or parks advocacy groups, or nonprofit partners founded by other
community groups and business leaders.

Priority Action:

Facilitate Joint-Use Agreements. Encourage
Joint-Use Agreements between the City
and State for the shared use of DOE and
DPR facilities, and evaluate the potential of
such agreements in any major renovation/
redevelopment of school properties.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•
•

State DOE
DPR
DPP
Other
schools

Other Actions:

• Work with DPR and the community to identify parks and open space with unique natural
features that could provide potential place-based education programs and opportunities
to partner with nearby schools or community organizations (i.e. Lo‘i Kalo Park).
• Explore new opportunities for partnerships with nonprofit organizations to provide park
stewardship and identify areas that need new parks..
• Identify opportunities to strengthen the Adopt-A-Park program.

Volunteers gather in Mānoa for a clean up (Source: DFM)

PARK STEWARDS
Dedicated community members, organizations, “Friends of” groups, and non-profits
all help to preserve, promote, and support Honolulu’s special gardens and parks. The
City's Adopt-A-Park and Adopt-A-Stream programs also organize clubs and volunteers
that want to help steward the City’s parks, recreation areas, and streams. Park steward
groups and volunteer programs provide a venue for residents to help with special
projects in their favorite parks and recreation areas such as education programs,
plantings, clean-ups, or other special projects.
Volunteers install native plants at the Lili'uokalani Botanical Garden (Source: DPR)
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Goal PPOS-3: Provide High-Quality Parks for all PUC Residents.

Policy PPOS-3.5: Ensure long-term maintenance and preservation of open spaces in subdivisions,
cluster housing, and master planned developments.
As development in subdivisions, cluster developments and master planned developments evolve,
effort should be made to preserve and maintain common open space amenities. Long-term
maintenance plans should be in place to avoid neglect, illegal dumping, or other issues. Open
spaces should be carefully planned for integration into the development whether for shared
residential use or privately maintained public open space.

Priority Action:

Increase Maintenance Planning. Improve plan review and
other processes to ensure long-term maintenance of shared/
semi-private residential open space, and privately owned,
publicly accessible green spaces and park spaces.

Timeline

Partners:
•
•
•

Private owners
DPP
Community associations

Kolowalu Park, open to the public, is part of a private development (Ward Village)
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